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Disclaimer: views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club's Committee or its members. It is information that is published in 
good faith and is provided for general information purpose only. 
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VVTE Cars at the Chocolate Cottage



Committee Members for 2019 - 2020

President Barbara Dearling 0407 567 898 barbara.dearling@gmail.com

Secretary Geoff Adcock 5427 9509 geoff43adcock@gmail.com

Treasurer Elaine Pakeman 3372 4998 pollyann0612@gmail.com

Dating Officer Graham Allum
Jeff Cox

0403 528 331
4635 4481

green.model.a@gmail.com
jeffry.cox@bigpond.com

Editor

Website Manager Peter Wilkinson 3300 3668 pjwilko@hotmail.com

Website: Vintage Vehicle Touring Enthusiasts   (vvte.com.au)

Check the Website for more photos!    http://vvte.com.au/galleries/

Events and Activities Calendar
VVTE Calendar

December 23rd Christmas Lunch and
Birthday Bash

Betty phone 54264456

March 2020 TBA Grant and Diane Smith

President's Report

Hello Enthusiasts, 
Our last run was a few weeks ago starting in the Lockyer Valley village of Forest Hill at the Wood 
Crafters' Workshop. Host, Josh Smith, greeted us and some members of the VCCQ. See the report 
elsewhere in the newletter for our exploits on a great weekend that initially incorporated alternative 
routes due to traffic congestion. 
Although we have lived many decades close to the Lockyer Valley, we have never attended the 
annual memorial run for the trucking community. This year was the sixteenth year of The Lights On
The Hill convey which numbered more than one hundred trucks. Thirty-two names were added the 
LOTH Memorial Wall. Seven year old Gatton boy Ryan Pringle, nicknamed "Bot", was one of these
names. 

Only a few pages in our newletter this issue. Some of you may have noticed a slightly changed 
format, fewer pages as well as no historical vintage car articles of interest or recipes. Our valued 
and greatly appreciated editor, Janet, notificated me of her resignation from the position 
immediately following the weekend of the last run. I have privately expressed our gratitude to her 
for the years of valuable service that she gave. However now publicly I wish to express our heartfelt
thanks on behalf of all VVTE members for the stella effort and results achieved. We all wish Janet 
well and look forward to opportunities of sharing her company and friendship at future events. 
Presidentally appointed, acting editor, Hedley, has done due diligence on our behalf to produce this 
newsletter edition.     

The current format although copied from the template developed and supplied by Janet has changed
due to software incompatibilities. These changes are not an attempt at improvement so please send 
critique and comments to Hedley as I suspect he will agree with said responses. 
During our dinners over the Crow's Nest weekend, I had the opportunity to speak with Ronnie, 
immediate past president of VCCQ. She shared that during VCCQ's formation, the association rules
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excluded all American cars. In recent years such rules have been relaxed but only after two years of 
information sharing and negotiation were subsequent changes adopted. This conversation touched 
home as VVTE members are as diverse as their cars, professional lives and personally held, 
occasionally vocal, beliefs. We are about to enter the twentieth year of the twenty-first century. Our 
progression and journey may at times be corregated and lengthy. Always being an optimist when 
observing the signpost of life, I draw upon our humanity and inconclusiveness to further share, 
inform, restore and promote vintage motoring.  
I and the management committee of the VVTE are well aware of the passion for vintage cars that 
our members hold. We have undertaken to promote and grow said vehicles within the rules and 
guidelines of our club. 

So Enthusiasts, take heart and enjoy the coming festive season and holidays. We may even be 
dancing joyfully in the rain. See you for Wise celebrations in Esk in December. Until 2020, Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year of great vintage motoring. 
Barbara Dearling

VVTE Crows Nest Weekend October 5, 6, 7 October

The Crows Nest Weekend started in Forest Hill. For Barbara and I, we started the first day in a most
unusual way, we arrived early. Josh met us at the Wood Crafters' Workshop where he was acting as 
host and advised of this and directed us to a coffee shop in town where we could spend our spare 
time and catch up on our caffine intake. The coffee shop proved to be a nice spot, worthy of future 
visits possibly on other car runs. Though we were early, others were earlier. Elaine and Dave in 
their Wippett were driving away from the coffee shop as we were parking. 

The displays and demonstrations at the Wood Crafter were as impressive as they were interesting.  
It was here that our group met up with another 
car club, the VCCQ, who were also travelling 
to Crows Nest for the weekend. Between the 
two car groups, a good collection of cars was 
available for viewing. Some of these were two 
Buicks, Grant's and Diane's 24 and ours. The 
Smiths were represented by their 27 Nash and 
36 Ford, Spencer's and Wendy's Hudson, Dave's
and Elaine's Wippet, Graham's Lincoln and 
Warren's Marmon which someone speculated 
had problems with its clutch. There was also an 
Avis or two with the VCCQ as well as a really 
sweet little 1935 Riley (See Page 4). 

On leaving the Wood Crafters, most of us headed for Murphy's Creek 
Tavern for lunch. This was when the fun really started. The road into 
Gatton was log-jammed for hours due to the “Lights On The Hill”  
commemoration held annually by the trucking fraternity. Every truck in 
SE Queensland  seemed to be on that piece of road. We, being very 
thoughtful and resourceful, decided to double back through the university
campus and come in behind the trucks. That didn't work as we found to 
our horror that the line of trucks probably extended back to Brisbane. By 
this time our group was down to five old cars and a couple of moderns. 
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Examples of  the Woodcrafter's displays



We eventually pushed our way into the traffic and proceeded down the highway and on to The 
Creek.

The Tavern was a pleasant 
environment, quiet and 
friendly. This is an area that I 
personally worked in for 
some years. I found one of 
my ex-students working the 
bar and a music teacher that I 
worked with at that and other 
schools so lunch time ended 
up a little like old home week.
Post lunch we headed for the 
high country via Murphy's 
Creek Road. Six or seven 
weeks ago some of us 
travelled up the new 
Toowoomba By-Pass road 
which we were told reaches a 

gradient of 6%. The Murphy's Creek Road is rated at 21% so on a hot day in mid-afternoon, this 
climb is a challenge  for our old cars and certainly has us reaching for second gear usually by the 
railway crossing. We all made it however which is a tick for the cars on the drive. The group 
proceeded to Crow's Nest while Barbara and I detoured to home-base. Because of commitments 
with critters to care for, we spent both nights at home as the commute to Crow's Nest is easy. We 
rejoined the group both nights for dinner. Dinner was served at the Caravan Park. 

Breakfast Sunday morning ended up at Urban Cup, a roadside cafe on the New England Highway 
about 400 metres from home. We met there, satisfied our dietary needs then proceeded to the 
Highfields Pioneer Village. The Village is a really impressive display of items from our past and 
was enjoyed by all that I spoke to with some expressing the desire to return again soon. We had 
morning tea and lunch, the morning tea being damper baked that morning and served with syrup. 
Following lunch, some members returned to Crow's Nest, others to their homes, the latter group 
including ourselves. Not for long though as Barbara had a committee meeting to attend followed by 
the general meeting. The day ended with dinner again at the Caravan Park. Another nice meal with 
very good company ended a long and busy day. 

The next day, Monday, started and ended at the Chocolate Cottage, Highfields, another very short 
drive for the Buick. By this time, we were down to three vintage cars, which the Cottage owners 
asked to be parked on the back lawn. This meant that the usually excellent view from the Cottage 
was enhanced by our magnificent cars (see cover). After breakfast, we chatted and eventually and 
reluctantly headed for home. Two and a half days of pleasant motoring with absolutely great people 
had come to an end. 

In conclusion there is one other issue I feel compelled to mention. The hot topic of conversation 
during the weekend was club membership. This issue was dealt with at the committee meeting on 
Sunday afternoon. The committee members should be congratulated for their handling of this and 
be given 100% support. They stayed firm in their interpretation of club rules and requirements. 
They also remained true to their principles regarding inclusiveness and fairness. 

Hedley
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The 1935 Riley. Note the number plate



Vintage Vehicle Touring Enthusiasts Inc. (VVTE)
General Meeting Sunday 6th October 2019

Meeting opened:    17:30pm. Meeting room at the Crows Nest Caravan Park.
Members Present: as per Attendance book, Visitors. Nil
Apologies:              as per attendance book.
Minutes of Last meeting: held at Nash Galleries Meeting room at Esk.
Moved, Maureen, Seconded Sandra, and Carried.
Business arising:   Nil
Correspondence In: Letter from Queensland Transport / Main Roads, re thanks for
attending the Toowoomba Second Range Crossing, a cut of the ribbon was with the letter.
Correspondence Out: Nil.

Reports:
President -  Report will be in the Magazine.
Treasurer - Elaine moved, seconded Graham, Carried, Separate sheet attached for
secretary to file. Books match Bank Statement.
Editor -      Janet was an apology, but a reminder that articles for the newsletter be sent to her
within 2 week of a meeting. Hedley will do a report on this weekend.
Any new members? See Presidents Report, Barbara will give a rundown on the committee’s
outcome. Have accepted new members, with more work still in progress.
Web Master - Peter, was an apology, Web site going OK.
Forms are on the site. Keep photos coming for Peter to add to our V.V.T.E. site?
Dating Officers - Graham has dated a 1928 Nash.

General Business: 
- Committee will up-date members list.
- It was brought to the club's attention that V.V.T.E. should be a member of QHMC, as this 
then allows our members concessional registration, apparently it is a QT /MR rule. Barbara will put 
our club details in the Restored Cars Magazine.
- Graham said there are two pages in Facebook, a Public page, and a member’s page. In the
member’s page, that is where you put any impromptu runs, Message Graham with Run
details and date, or call him on the phone if you don’t have Facebook.
- Three wise men and Xmas, Monday 23rd December, Betty will book the Esk Grand Hotel,
12- 12:30pm, Lunch will be from the Menu. Please ring her, she needs numbers by 18th
December.
- The Vintage Rally in Dubbo, May 2020, planning about 300km a day to and from the Rally,
Suggestion to book early if intending to go, as motels will fill fast.
- August 2020 12-16 th 20 th Anniversary Lismore, NRVVCC for 3 days, Check with Jerry 
and book your stay 11th to 17th  Aug.
- March 2020, Grant and Di will organise a club run, watch this space for details.
- Elaine and Dave are thinking of organising a run to Kyogle next year, this could be great.
Next meeting, will be advised, wait for details.
Meeting closed 18:03pm.

Geoff Adcock Secretary, Barbara Dearling, President.
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 Some of the treasures at the Heritage Village

   and we conclude with a couple of handsome shots of our breakfast group at the Chocolate 
Cottage on Monday morning
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This lovely old Model T bus was our means of transport around the Village. One of many
old Fords on site
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                           Our End-of-Year Event

                                       "Christmas"   and   
                                 

                    "Three Wise Men" lunch 

When?              Monday, 23rd December

Time?                12:00 for a 12:30 start

RSVP:               by       18 December          

    to

                       Betty     Phone 0432 342 450 

Venue:          Grand Hotel at Esk,
                       121 Ipswich Street, 
                              Esk  4312


